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CONSENT FORM   

(To be adapted for individual circumstances/needs)

Hello, I am ……..  I am from the Human Sciences Research Council and our organisation is asking people from your community to answer some questions, which we hope will benefit your community and possibly other communities in the future.  

The Human Sciences Research Council is a national research organisation, and we are conducting research regarding ………………………………………………..….. We are interested in finding out more about …….………………………………………….  We are carrying out this research to help ……………………………………………. (adapt for individual projects)

We have chosen you and your household because we are stopping at every (xth) house in this neighbourhood and asking all the adults (adapt) in the household to respond to some questions. We are doing this in a number of different areas in the country, and after combining all people’s answers, we hope to learn more about ……………………...which will help us make useful recommendations to the relevant authorities and organisations.

Please understand that you are not being forced to take part in this study and the choice whether to participate or not is yours alone. However, we would really appreciate it if you do share your thoughts with us. If you choose not take part in answering these questions, you will not be affected in any way.  If you agree to participate, you may stop me at any time and tell me that you don’t want to go on with the interview. If you do this there will also be no penalties and you will NOT be prejudiced in ANY way.

I will not be recording your name anywhere on the questionnaire and no one will be able to link you to the answers you give. Only the researchers will have access to the unlinked information. The information will remain confidential and there will be no “come-backs” from the answers you give.

The interview will last around (X?) minutes (this is to be tested through a pilot). I will be asking you questions and ask that you are as open as possible in answering these questions. Some questions may be of a personal and/or sensitive nature. I will be asking some questions that you may not have thought about before, and which also involve thinking about the past or the future. We know that you cannot be absolutely certain about the answers to these questions but we ask that you try to think about these questions. When it comes to answering questions there are no right and wrong answers. When we ask questions about the future we are not interested in what you think the best thing would be to do, but what you think would actually happen. (adapt for individual circumstances)

If I ask you a question which makes you feel sad or upset, we can stop and talk about it a little. There are also people from ……………….(adapt) who have said they are happy to talk with you about those things that upset you, if you need any assistance later. If you need to speak with anyone after I have left, a professional person can be reached at the following telephone number……………

If possible, our organisation would like to come back to this area once we have completed our study to inform you and your community of what the results are and discuss our findings and proposals around the research and what this means for people in this area.

Who to contact if you have been harmed or have any concerns 
This research has been approved by the HSRC Research Ethics Committee. If you any complaints about ethical aspects of the research or feel that you have been harmed in any way by participating in this study, please call the HSRC’s tollfree ethics hotline 0800 212 123 (when phoned from a landline from within South Africa) or the REC Administrator, Jurina Botha, at the Human Sciences Research Council on 012 302 2006.
If you have concerns or questions about the research you may call the project leader ……( include a direct office number)

[This introduction and consent form as well as the questionnaire will be translated (and back translated) into the first language of participants]. (Adapt)

CONSENT

I hereby agree to participate in research regarding  ………………………... I understand that I am participating freely and without being forced in any way to do so. I also understand that I can stop this interview at any point should I not want to continue and that this decision will not in any way affect me negatively.

I understand that this is a research project whose purpose is not necessarily to benefit me personally.

I have received the telephone number of a person to contact should I need to speak about any issues which may arise in this interview.

I understand that this consent form will not be linked to the questionnaire, and that my answers will remain confidential.

I understand that if at all possible, feedback will be given to my community on the results of the completed research.

……………………………..

Signature of participant



Date:…………………..

I hereby agree to the tape recording of my participation in the study 

……………………………..

Signature of participant



Date:…………………..
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