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Pride and prejudice:
Public attitudes toward homosexuality

under apartheid. Post-apartheid, in contrast, brought constitutional 

to develop their identities. Identity is shaped by complex social 

children, adoption, insurance, immigration and inheritance have 

characterised by increased visibility about homosexuality in the 

coverage in print and electronic media on homosexuality. Policy 

and dissent on homosexuality.

men, and discrimination and violent hate crimes perpetrated 
against them. By analysing attitudes to homosexual behaviour 
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sexual prejudice in the country.



a Western and European import. The systematic accusations by 

has not guaranteed the end to social discrimination. 

on whether this progressive, liberal turn brought about notable 

How deeply entrenched is homophobic sentiment in South 

years and above expressed the view that sex between two men or 

have been minor changes over the period.

A comparative perspective can be gained by examining 

as Chile and the Philippines, where intolerance towards gays and 

Britain, and about a third higher than the United States. 

is not a pronounced divergence. As with the national trend, the 
percentage that believes homosexual relations to always be wrong 

aged and older groups. While there are both upward and downward 
swings within age groups over this interval, there are indications 

to have been a convergence in attitude among the three groups 

devoted to this development, is open to speculation. 

Figure 1: Tolerance towards same-sex relations, 2003-2007 (%)
Note: The question is phrased as follows: ‘Do you think it is wrong or 
not wrong for two adults of the same sex to have sexual relations?’
Source: HSRC SASAS 2003-2007
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Figure 2: Attitudes towards homosexuality by age group, 2003-2007 (%) 
Note: The lines represent the percentage of each subgroup that 
answered ‘always wrong’ to the question: ‘Do you think it is wrong or 
not wrong for two adults of the same sex to have sexual relations?
Source: HSRC SASAS 2003-2007



Education: Prejudiced views on same-sex relations appear 
closely related to education, with more highly educated people 

a primary level education. This is a constant trend across the 

on average over the period consider homosexuality to be always 

This development will need to be monitored to determine whether 
the trend persists.

Religious variables:

prejudice. More disapproving attitudes to homosexuals and their 

Islam appear to have marginally more entrenched negative views, 
while practising Anglicans and Hindus emerge as more positive. 

which the attitudes to homosexuality vary. 
Population group:

Attitudes towards homosexuality among Indian respondents have 

any general assertions about this population group.
Geographic divides:

the underlying explanations as to rural-urban variation is likely to be 

with the relative proximity to gay and lesbian communities, one 

comparably high too. 

Pushing boundaries

that while a rights-based model governs citizenship claims in the 
country, attitudinal changes do not necessarily correlate with 
rights.

Additionally, the results suggest that the negative attitude 

age, culture, and religion. Tolerance and positive attitudes may 

negotiation.
Understandably apartheid had a strong psychological basis to 

Soweto. Perhaps the empirical data suggests that much work 

schooling.

Figure 3: Attitudes towards homosexuality by educational attainment, 
2003-2007 (%)
Note: The lines represent the percentage of each subgroup that 
answered ‘always wrong’ to the question: ‘Do you think it is wrong or 
not wrong for two adults of the same sex to have sexual relations?
Source: HSRC SASAS 2003-2007

No schooling

Matric or equivalent

Primary

Tertiary

Figure 4: Attitudes towards homosexuality by location, 2003-2007 (%)
Note: The lines represent the percentage of each subgroup that 
answered ‘always wrong’ to the question: ‘Do you think it is wrong or 
not wrong for two adults of the same sex to have sexual relations?
Source: HSRC SASAS 2003-2007
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