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from the Johns Hopkins University, School of Hygiene and Public Health. In 1999 she was admitted
into The Johns Hopkins University Society of Scholars for her outstanding contribution to public
health.
Dr Shisana is a public health professional and brings to her task a wealth of research, management
and policy development experience. Her vast local and international experience has been
instrumental in her expansive career, spanning over 30 years. Prior to taking on the role of CEO, she
founded and served as executive director of the HSRC's Social Aspects of HIV/AIDS and Health
(SAHA) programme, where she also headed a national programme and Africa-wide network called
the Social Aspects of HIV/AIDS and Health Research Alliance (SAHARA). She served as professor and
Head of Department of Health Systems Management and Policy at the Medical University of
Southern Africa, where she was a leading founder of a post-graduate diploma on the management
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Her international credentials include having served as chief statistical advisor to the District of
Columbia with responsibility for public health, mental health and social services research. She later
served as executive director of the World Health Organisation's Family and Community Health
cluster in Geneva, where she oversaw programmes dealing with HIV/AIDS, reproductive health,
women's health and child and youth development. In the latter portfolio, she established the WHO
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Nelson Mandela/HSRC study of HIV/AIDS, the impact of HIV/AIDS on the health sector, the health of
our educators, missing women in HIV prevention, HIV risk exposure in children and research
interventions for care of orphans and vulnerable children. Her extensive list of publications also
includes articles on social epidemiology of HIV and national health insurance. She currently serves
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